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About RHET 

The Royal Highland Education Trust 

(RHET) is an educational charity 

dedicated to teaching Scottish pupils the 

realities of Food, Farming and the 

Countryside.  

RHET is made up of 12 Countryside 

Initiatives covering the whole of 

Scotland and provides schools with 

FREE Farm Visits, Classroom Talks, 

resources and other educational 

experiences.  

RHET PKCI 

RHET Perth & Kinross Countryside 

Initiative (PKCI) supports schools and 

nurseries across the Perth & Kinross 

areas and the Project Coordinator Alix 

Ritchie can be contacted by emailing 

perthkinross@rhet.org.uk or calling 

07759954594. 

Chairman’s Chat 

Welcome to the Summer 

‘Supporters Newsletter’ from 

The Royal Highland Education 

Trust (RHET) Perth & Kinross 

Countryside Initiative (PKCI). 

2016-2017 has been a very 

busy year for RHET Perth & 

Kinross and throughout the 

academic year we have 

managed to reach over 5500 

pupils and enhance their 

knowledge about Food, 

Farming and the Working 

Countryside. 

I would like to take this 

opportunity to thank each and 

every one of you who have 

helped to make this possible. 

If you have hosted a farm visit, 

given a classroom talk, helped 

at a Food & Farming Day, 

volunteered at a show, Safe 

Taysiders or the Game Fair, 

made a donation, supported 

an event or been a member of 

the committee – THANK YOU! 

I hope you enjoy reading the 

newsletter and if you would 

like to become more involved 

please contact myself 

(07785973967) or Alix. 

Emily Grant 

(PKCI Chairperson) 

Mr Jazzy 

Potato 

Growing 

Project 

WCF Horticulture, a leading 

packer and supply chain 

manager to the horticultural 

sector, specializing in seed 

potatoes, has been helping 

local schools around Perth 

and Kinross to dig deep in a 

bid to educate them about the 

origins of the food they eat.   

The Mr Jazzy Potato Project, 

organised by the Perth & 

Kinross Initiative of the Royal 

Highland Educational Trust 

(RHET) and sponsored by 

Auchtergaven Primary 
School, winners of 
Recipe Mr Jazzy 
Projecta 



WCF Horticulture, encourages classes to grow and 

harvest their own potatoes from scratch.  

This year over 1000 pupils from across Perth & 

Kinross took part in the project, which aims to show 

the children the gradually unfolding story of the 

spud and how food and farming are linked. Top of 

the crops in the 2017 competition was the nursery 

from Auchtergaven Primary School who won both 

the ‘Heaviest Crop of Potatoes’ and ‘Best Potato 

Project’.  The ‘Best Potato Recipe’ was awarded to 

the P4/5 class from Auchtergaven Primary School 

who created the ‘Crispy Crunch’ Recipe.   

Miriam Doe, Seed Manager of WCF Horticulture, 

said “Jazzy is a premium salad variety which is 

making a big impact on the UK Potato 

Scene.  Jazzy is already a fun brand which has 

really engaged the children and they have 

particularly enjoyed the prolific nature of the variety. 

The Mr Jazzy Potato Project is fun and educational 

covering a range of learning outcomes. Pupils are 

very much hands-on and enjoy learning how to 

grow potatoes and how they fit into a healthy 

balanced diet”.   

Most of the schools were visited by RHET’s own 

‘Potato Professor’ Mr John Marshall who talked 

pupils through how we eat potatoes, how they grow, 

how they are farmed, the different varieties and the 

health benefits of the mighty spud!  At harvest time 

another local RHET volunteer visited the classes to 

assist with the harvesting, weighing and counting of 

the potatoes.  

 Auchtergaven Nursery Teacher, Mrs Archer said 

“The children have really enjoyed the Mr Jazzy 

Potato Project especially learning and watching how 

the potatoes grow and produce new ones.”  

“We had a great time today harvesting them with 

Andrew Johnston and the children were really 

excited to see so many potatoes in our bag (even 

though some were tiny!!). Thanks for all your 

help with the project all the resources and support 

provided has been fantastic and it is something I will  

highly recommend to other staff.” Emma Lawrie –

 Moncrieffe Primary School 

Farm Visits 

RHET Perth & Kinross are lucky to have a network 

of farmers who welcome classes from local Primary 

and Secondary School to their farms. This year we 

have carried out 54 farm visits at the following 

farms: 

 Hilton of Aldie Farm – The Dawes Family  

 Innerhadden Estate 

and The Rannoch Smokery – Richard Barclay  

 Stewart Tower Dairy – Neil & Lindsay Butler  

 Dargill Farm – Tom Henderson, Jim & 

Crawford McLaren  

 Mains of Errol Farm – Karen Arnot  

 Classlochie Farm – Alistair & Jane McLaren  

 Rotmell Farm – Alex Brewster  

 Tarrylaw Farm, Culfargie Estate – Brian Kaye  

 Montalt Farm – John Ritchie  

 Mackies of Taypack – George Taylor  

 Cuthill Towers – David & James Lawrie  

 Shealwalls Farm – Neil & Debbie McGowan  

 Drumness Farm – Andrew, Sandy and Helen-

May Bayne  

 East Dron Farm – Andrew Sinclair  

 Hilton Farm – Andrew Johnston  

 Newmiln Farm – Hugh Grierson  

 Burnside of Balhaldie, Highland Wagyu Ltd – 

Martine Chapman  

 Nethermains Farm, Stewarts of Tayside – Will 

& Sheena Stewart  

The Project Coordinator is present at a farm visit 

and will carry out a full risk assessment prior to the 

visit. If you would like more information about 

hosting a farm visit please contact Alix.  

(Left) Andrew Johnstone harvesting potatoes with pupils from 
Montcrieffe Primary School (Right) Ardvreck School visit Dargill Farm 



 

Pupils Visit Stewarts of 

Tayside 

Pupils from P2/3 and P3/4 from St Madoes Primary 

School took their classroom to the countryside last 

month when they visited Nethermains Farm by kind 

permission of Stewarts of Tayside. Stewarts of 

Tayside who primarily produce swedes, 

strawberries and raspberries welcomed the pupils 

onto the farm and staff shared their enthusiasm 

and passion for local, fresh produce with the 

children.  

Will Stewart (Chairman), Sheena Stewart (HR 

Director), Michael Etherson (Commercial Director), 

Irek Wypasek (Fruit Manager) and Steve Mercer 

(Produce Technologist for Iceland Foods Ltd) were 

on hand to talk to the children about the fruit 

production, swedes, crops produced, machinery 

and technology used and what happens with the 

finished product.   

This was the first time that Stewarts of Tayside had 

hosted a school visit through RHET and Chairman 

Will said “It was great to have pupils from a local 

primary school on the farm and to show them 

first hand where their food comes from. We 

have enjoyed working with RHET and are proud 

that we are playing our part in educating the 

next generation about food, farming and the 

countryside.” 

Pupils Add Flavour to 

Their School Day 

Pupils from Inchture Primary School have taken 

their classroom to the factory recently when they 

visited Mackie’s at Taypack, near Errol, where 

Mackie’s Crisps are 

produced. Staff from 

Mackie’s were on hand to 

show the children round the 

different areas of the crisp 

factory and the pupils were   

Alix Ritchie, RHET Project 

Co-ordinator for Perth & 

Kinross said “Mackie’s 

at Taypack Ltd. is a great 

visit for pupils as it gets the 

children thinking about 

where their food comes 

from and the journey it has to take to get from 

plough to pack. We are grateful to the staff at 

Mackie’s Crisps for taking time to welcome the 

pupils to the factory at a busy time of year.” 

Rural Life Skills 

Programme 

This year RHET Perth & Kinross have been 

involved in organising Kinloch Rannoch Primary 

School’s ‘Rural Life Skills Programme’.  The aim of 

the programme was to encourage the pupils to 

have an appreciation of the World of Work within 

the unique context of Highland Perthshire 

and value the range of different occupations and 

their contributions to the economy and society.  

The Programme was launched with a games night 

in the local hall to raise funds for the transport of 

the trip. The pupils then had a number of speakers 

into the school as well as a number of visits to 

businesses in the local area including 

Rannoch Smokery and Innerhadden Estates.  The 

farm visits, organised by RHET Perth & Kinross 

were very successful and Richard Barclay who 

owns both Innerhadden Estate and The 

Rannoch Smokery went above and beyond to 

Kinloch Rannoch Primary 
School visit Rannoch 
Smokery 



ensure the pupils got the most from their visits.  He 

even managed to convince a number of his wild 

deer to come close enough for the pupils to see up 

close and one even let pupils stroke it!  

The pupils (and teachers) thoroughly enjoyed 

working towards the programme and it has allowed 

the pupils and the school generally to enhance its 

relations with members of the rural community. 

Classroom Speakers 

This year RHET Perth & Kinross has carried out 

140 Classroom Talks covering topics such as 

Potato Growing, Farm safety, Rural Careers, 

General Farming, Dairy Farming, Healthy Food 

produced on Scottish Farms, The Red Meat 

Industry, The Story of Wool, Gate to Plate, Dairy 

Farming, Potato Harvesting, Sheep & Lamb 

Production and nursery talks.  

A special mention must go to John Marshall 

(pictured above) who has given a huge number of 

talks this year and his passion for the mighty spud 

has enthused pupils and adults alike.  

Perth Show 

RHET Perth & Kinross are running an Education 

Tent at this year’s show with a variety of activities to 

educate children about Food and Farming.  If you 

are able to volunteer for a few hours on either 

Friday 4th or Saturday 5th August please contact 

Alix.   

Fundraising 

RHET Perth & Kinross were recently successful in 

their application to the Basil Death Trust Fund and 

have been awarded £2000 to go 

towards organising a Food & Farming Day in 

Highland Perthshire.  

A successful application was also made to 

the Cooperative Community Grant for £156 to 

purchase a quern stone for demonstrating the 

milling process in class.   

Thanks must go to The Tayside Farm Management 

Association for their kind donation of £1050.00 

following their charity dinner in February.  

Supporters 

Morris & Young Accountants ∙ 6 Atholl Crescent, 

Perth PH1 5JN ∙ 01738 626257  

NFU Mutual ∙ Unit 12, Inveralmond Way, Perth · 

01738 626672  

To become a supporter of RHET please contact Alix 

on perthkinross@rhet.org.uk 

RHET PKCI Contact Details: 
Project Coordinator: Alix Ritchie 
Email: perthkinross@rhet.org.uk 
Phone: 01764684397 / 07759954594  

Follow Us! 

RHET Perth & Kinross are on Facebook 

(RHET Perth & Kinross CI)  & Twitter 

(@rhetperth).   

If you use either of these forms of social 

media please ‘like/follow’ our page to keep 

up with RHET Perth & Kinross News and 

Events. 

Coupar Angus Primary 
School visit Shealwells Farm 


